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What does 9+1 equal?


With Chemcraft’s new Intermix Stain System, the answer is now in the thousands. Nine primary stain colors and one clear base make up the foundation for this revolutionary new color system. Each of the nine base colors is a ready-to-use stain that can be intermixed with each other and the clear base to create a virtually unlimited spectrum of colors.

The system includes:

· Nine base colors and a clear base

· Two sets of real wood veneer chips, displaying all 282 colors on oak and maple 

(564 chips in total)

· Formula book, including 282 custom matched color formulations

· Mixing equipment

Chemcraft’s Intermix Stain System is designed to save you time and money, and to make you more efficient by eliminating trial and error color matching. Simply find a wood chip (on oak or maple) that matches or comes close to matching the color you need to produce. All that needs to be done now is to follow the instructions in the formula book and you have your color. If you find a color that is close, a simple and minor adjustment should provide the results you require.


Because each base is a stain unto itself, there is no risk of over-tinting your colors. Each base is perfectly balanced with regard to pigment, solvent and resin so your final color will be perfectly balanced also, no matter how you mix them.

Color Chips:  282 custom matched sample colors come in 2 handsome wooden counter-top display cases. 282 colors matched on maple and on red oak. Use these chips to guide you to your color matches, or allow the customer to choose their own colors from the samples.

Formula Book:  Each color sample has its own formula. The formulas are all measured in parts. Tablespoons, cups, quarts or liters, the parts are up to you. This allows for small quantities during the match process and larger quantities when it’s time to start your job.

Mixing Unit:  The Chemcraft Intermix Stain System utilizes the patented Fillon Pichon Mini-Mix 150. Equipment includes easy-pour lids that clamp directly to the top of a gallon of stain, and have a convenient pour spout and self-closing seal. Connected to the lid cover is a mixing paddle to keep the stain agitated. The primary freestanding shelf unit holds 16 cans of stain. (Other modular arrangements are available, accommodating either more or less cans, depending on your needs.) A drive unit automatically agitates each can, allowing easy, clean pouring and thorough agitation of any one of the 10 bases, plus whichever other paints and finishes you choose to mount on the system.

Mixing Procedure
Formulas are based on a combination of “parts.” A “part” is a volume of liquid, not weight (although by-weight measure is an option). A “part” can be a teaspoon, cup, pint, quart, gallon or any liquid measuring device of your choice, as long as the same-size container is used for the entire mix.

1. Select color.

2. Look up formula in formula book.

3. Determine quantity of stain to be mixed.

4. Determine size of measuring container to count-out “parts” to produce desired quantity.

5. Agitate stain base thoroughly.

6. Measure individual bases according to formula and pour into appropriate container.

7. Agitate/stir new mixture.

Color Matching Procedure

1. Select color from system that most nearly matches your desired color standard.

2. Mix the smallest amount possible to test the color.

3. Test the color on a small wood sample.

a. Wood must be a representative sample of the actual surface being finished.

b. Stain should be applied and wiped in the same manner as the production process.

4. Compare color with standard.

a. To accurately compare the color, 1-2 coats to clear must be applied over the stain sample to properly compare with the finished target sample.

5. If the color match needs to be adjusted:

a. Color is too dark; select a new color sample that is slightly darker than standard and remix small amount.

b. Color is too light; select a new color sample that is slightly darker than standard and remix small amount.

c. Color is generally questionable; select a new color that is slightly different than the standard to compensate for the difference between the standard and how the satin mixture actually appears on new wood surface.

6. Color is too strong:

When matching colors there are issues of the color itself and also strength of the color. If the pigmentation is too strong, the color may appear dark or muddy or may be blanking out the background color of the wood grain. Adding clear stain base reduces the color strength, allowing the background color of the wood to mirror through the stain color.

7. Color is too clean and clear:

Frequently a color needs to be less transparent and more muddy or cloudy. Adding white can give a more opaque and cloudy appearance without darkening the color.

About Proper Agitation

Agitation of the base ingredients is absolutely critical to the success of the system.  Prior to the intermixing process all the pigments at the bottom of the can must be in full suspension.  The mixing lid in combination with the mixing machine allows for thorough agitation and easy pouring.  After mixing, the stain begins to settle or “stratify” as the heavy pigments begin to settle.  If you attempt to “scoop” off the top, you may have only clear solvent not a diluted version of the base color.  If this should happen, not only will this particular mixture of color be off color, but also every future color you make from that gallon of base.  By keeping the base ingredients under complete agitation during the mixing process, all ingredients will be agitated to the proper color at the point of mixing.

Note

Re intermix procedures
The wood chip color sample cannot represent all the variations of grain and natural color found in wood grains and veneers.  The actual finish color may vary due to species of wood, wood color, grain pattern, solidity, sanding grit and application procedures.  The likelihood of you reproducing the wood chip color on your wood with your sanding procedures will almost be impossible.  Therefore do not use the wood chip sample from the set as a “standard”.   After mixing a small quantity of color, stain a piece of “your” wood (sanded to your specifications) and use this as your customer and job “standard”.

Note

· For every formula variation you experiment with, write down the adjusted base numbers and parts in the notes area of the formula book.  This helps ensure that you will be able to replicate your modified formula.

· 825-0009 is a fairly weak white stain.  This is to ensure compatibility with other intermix bases.  

	10 Bases
	

	825-0000
	Clear Stain Base

	825-0001
	Black

	825-0002
	Burnt Sienna

	825-0003
	Burnt Umber

	825-0004
	Dark Umber

	825-0005
	Red

	825-0006
	Raw Sienna

	825-0007
	Raw Umber

	825-0008
	Van Dyke Brown

	825-0009
	White


Thank you for purchasing the Chemcraft Intermix Stain System.  We know you will enjoy creating colors with this easy and simple to use system.
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